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EDUCATION AS A TOOL FOR ADDRESSING SOCIO-ECONOMIC CHALLENGES IN NIGERIA:
THE WAY FORWARD
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Abstract

The mm of the peper was 1o address socio-economic challenges and way forward
through education in Nigena, The paper tried to jdentify varied socio econamic.
challenges affecting Nigerian education with a view lo preferring way forward.
Incffective  leadership and comuption over reliance on gil,  inflation,
unemployment, govemment palicy, manetary policies, inadequate infrastructures
and power supply, inadequate health facilities, Insccunty were identified as the
major causes of the challenges of Nigeria's cconomy and some way forward were
identified from the study, The paper has the following sub headings: Background
to the study, Causes of Nigeria cconomic challenges, theoretical framework,
Conclusion, Way forward to the economic challenges of Nigesia and Suggestions.
Although cducation has the potential to address most of the curreal socio-
economic challenges bedeviling Nigeria today based on the reviewed literatures, a
successful implementation of the education programme, therefore, requirces
sustained demand For the techmical and vocational skills from economic and
mdustral growth, in addition to increased private and public sector partnerships. [t
way concluded that addressing the socio-coonomic challenges of Migeria through
office technology and management teachers, professional competencies should be
oraperiy practiced and given the adequate attention it deserved by lecturers fo
assists them in solving Nigeria socio-sconomic challenges such s poverty.
unemplovment, inequality among others, It's been suggested 1I'Imt Governmient
needs to look beyond oil and start the production of other essential commodities
which will be a future idea on the growth of the economy,

Keywords: Socio- economic, Challenges, Education, Nigenia.

Introduction has realized very little of this potential.

Nigeria's economic potential is well
recognized,; it's the biggest economy In
the West African sub-region, Given the
country's  considerable  resource
endowment and coastal location there 15
potential for strong growth. Yet Nigeria

Previous efforts at  planning ‘and
visioning were not sustained, The
history of  economic stagnation,
declining welfare and social inmhii_il}n
has undermined development for maost
of the past 30 years, But in recent years,

CamScanner


https://v3.camscanner.com/user/download

et

e —

'r'l':t::#rl [-l'mH'I.HJ -I ..- il .i Wl :.l|l| L

MNigeria has been exporaneing A -!"I““rh-
i ardund and conditions SEcm ”'"rlll
for launching onto a path of sustained
and rapid growth, justifying its ranking

momgst the | countries

Fhe country is endowed with -Ih'll-”*I"'!':
natural resources ranging from sohd
mirerals (erude oil, gold, tin, fron ore.
mobium, lead, ziie. lime stone, salt
CIC.) 1o arable land with vaneties of
agricultural produce such as palm oil,
Lioa, groundnut, beans, melon, corns,
fice, among others. The hub of INigeria
teonomy before the advent of Qil in
commercial quantity  was agriculmre,
but with the emergence of oil, there
were tocus shift from being agricultural
dependent Country to  crude  oil
dependent nation. Since the era of oil
boom in the 1970%s, Niperia has been a
victim of monolithic economy and
siice then have been enjoying crude
crash without adequately evolving a
sound policy that will put the nation's
cconomy on a firm foundation for
steady  growth, Today, o1l revenue
accounts for almost 90% of the nation’s
Eross export revenue, leaving a paltry
0% to other commodities such as
agricultural produce and solid minerals,
From the 1970 oil boom era in the
country, to date, heavy reliance was on
oil revenue and with the fluctuation of
0il prices and a subsequent sharp
decline in the world oil price in the
recent periods, it is obvious that over
dependence on oil as major source of
revenue could fail the country as it
can't finance the budget as usual (Ikpor,
2015).

It thus becomes imperative that the
main problem confronting the growth
and development of Nigeria 13
governance and that is due largely
because  those charged with  the

1o sk
_i__

|

16
B

o R
fuly, 20332 J n;::j:?
¥ e Vi E

Iih'

e

_H M i

W |ume

[The 1 nkry e
F,_--,|1|;1'.'|:'r||‘||||"' ol wLuntry |'|:I'.|_-

railed 1o manage it for the good of g,
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gitatnment of indopendence s )y o
independent Nigena will Present ang
,::‘:1;,,-..-_1 eojual : opportunities of
gconami, socinl anid oulfupy|

advancement  of thf_“ peaple; but
critical amalysis of the indices o
development  poinis “t the fact (hy
these expected benefits have peey
undermined by successive  Nigeria,
lenders (Wike, 201 fr).

The Nigerian economy in the last fow
vears has beem going through SO
[urbulﬂﬂﬂﬂ- A country thal recorded An
average GDP growth of 6.5 per cent,
ane of the highest in the world less thag
a decade ago, 15 now projected to groy
at about 2.3 percent in 2016. i is no
longer news that Nigena's economy js
experiencing  total collapse and f
nothing 15 done to put the peg n the
right spot something worse than wha
we Bre wilnessing may soon be on
sight, Based on some of all these isspes,
Nigeria was said to be technically
recess {Adeosun2016), Recession is g
situation where the country's state g
the economy declines, there is
'nri:_iespruad_ dechime in GDP and per
capital income, decline in emiployment
and trade lasting from 6 months 1o 2
year. If Nigeria must maintain its
current status as the largest economy in
Africa, then drastic measures must be
put in place to address this drastic
situation. The paper will try to identify
varied  socio  economic  challenges
affecting Nigerian education with
view to preferring the way forward.

Theoretical Framework

Marx Theory Uffmk'}'aj:f.]?ﬁr i i

of this paper, we have decided to use
the Marxist Theory of Class 1o explain
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the  socio-cconomic  dilemma  of
cducational achievement in MNigena
Karl Marx (I818-18B3) pives &

complex and profound analysis of the
¢lass system under Capitalism. In
Melarx s view 1w primary ¢lnsses exisls
under capitalism. The capitalist classes
are those who own the production and
the working classes are those who sell
their labour for wages. These two
clagses were further drvided i to two
classes: The Pefty bourgeoisie - small
business owners, managers - those who
can be identified or named as muddle
class. Those people associated with the
interests of the capitalist class but who
do not own the means of production.
The second was lumped-proletariat,
they are the workers who sell ther
labour for wage. In present day Nigena
they are known as underciass, the
homeless. Reflecting on  Marx,
Andersen & (Taylor, 2003) noted that
wilh the development of capitalism the
capitalists and working class would
become increasingly antagonistic of
each other - refeming o a5 class
struggle, When class conflicts become
more intense, the two classes would
become more polarized the petty
bourgeoisies become deprived of their
praperty and dropping inta the working
class,

This analysis is still relevant in present
day Nigeria and the point 18 when the
classes become more polarized then the
rich get richer and everyone clse worse
off. Marx therefore saw the capitalisis
are the basis for other social institutions
(eg.  law, education, the famly
ctc.}Thus, according to Marx the law
supports the interests of capitalists, the
family promotes values that socialize
pecple into appropriate work role and
education reflects the interest of the
capital class. The question is why do
people support such a system? Here

ileology plays a role. Ideology refers to
belieh system that supporis the status
quo, According o him the dominant
ideas of 4 society arc promoted by the
ruling class, because through their
World Educators Forum T control of the
communications industries in modem
socicties the ruling class is able to
produce 1dea that butters their own
interests. Then, the underclass was
under the ruling class and this is still
the case in present day Nigeria, This s
so because the underclass s still
dependent on the capitalists and 15
exploited by it, because it does not own
the means of production. Marx, further
pointed out that the more stratified a
society, the less likely that society will
benefit from the talents of its citizens,
because incquality bhimits the life
chances of those at the bottom,
preventing  their talents from being
discovered and used. Marx analyses has
proven true as the tendency of wealth
remain long in few hands and majority
worked only to make ends meets. This
wealth that has remained m [ew hands
Further affects educational
achievements for the majority.

Causes of Socio Economic Challenges

in Nigeria

The causes of socio: economic

challenges in Nigeria include the

following:

l. Cormuption: Corruption 15 a big
cankerworm that has really eaten
deep into the fabric of our nation,
The malaise of corruption 15 a threat
to the survival of the Nigeria
ecenomy, no  doubt  (Dangote,
2016).The pohitical, socio-culbural
and cconomic crisis the country s
witnessing today 15 bome outl of a

system  influenced by bad or
ineffective.  leadership and
cormuption,  While the  varous

palicies and programs of successive
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of deprivation, m'-‘f“f"“"' tF:u' ke
and hunger 10 the poot AJGEY s
few anes i government leadership
mositions channel resources m:an1
for the provision of basic facilities
and services like good roads, water,
heath, education etc., wmio ﬂ’"‘j”
private pockets, (Usman, 2016).
Comuption is the root of many
Nigeria's problems, It takes many
forms and infiltrates all political
nstitutions and economic sectors.
Transparency [nternational deemed
Nigerie one of the most cormupt
nations in the world, ranking as
| 4th i Corruption Perception Index
aut of the 177 countries measured
{Darwme, 2016), According  fo
(Sanus, 2015) Nigeria loses $1
billion (over N260 billion) Monthly
through  various  ways  of
corruptions.

. Over Reliance on Oil: Nigeria's
over reliange on oil has comes back
to haunt it ‘unexpected]y’. {Analysts
have always predicted this though!)
Over the years, we have paid lip
service to the development of the
non —oil sector. A significint drop
e oil prices has depleted our
revenue earmings and the effect is
visible to all; less money for the
Government 10 spend and undye
pressure on the availahle forcign
exchange! Ag a country heavily
dependent on imponts, this has been
our albatross, Wiperia's eXports
Iil'u[:lpmi wbout 40 per cent in 2015,
pushing the current aceount from g
surplus of 0.2 per cent of GDP 1 4
deficit I'JI'IJJ'_'E-I:KEd al 2.4 per cent of
GDP. ~ With Toreign  portfolig
inflows slowing 5151315“““%
;ES;:;HH Tell 10 $28.3 bilkion 5 eng-

ywerly

CHN's foreign exchange pojj.
worthy of nate. However, i,
taken to do the needful annot b,
overlooked. Considering the d':-‘lrth
of foreign ﬂh'ﬁl‘lﬂngﬂ availahle o
manufacturers and business People.
there Wwas an  urgent pegq o
annaunce a flexible eXchange 3y,
regime simed at making foreigy
cUTtencies more accessible (Abe
2016).

¥y
Limye

. Unemployment: Unemploymen 15

a greal and pervasive problen g
Nigeria, but the point must he fade
that it 15 not peculiarly & Nigerjay
problem. All over the world, ther
are ETOWINE 15518 of
unemployment. And what we ype
saying 1s that the government epn
achieve a remarkable success o this
regard if 1t declares an emer

on unemployment and tackle
decisively (Dangote,  2016),
Unemployment is a hot issue in
Nigeria, and many peeple are
frustrated  with  wi
ioblessness.  Unemplayment i
Nigeria is like a discase that the
cure  is  not et discovered
According to official statistics, 24%
of Nigerians are unemployed. These
tumbers are worse for young
people. Official Nigerian statistics
shows that 38% of those under 24
are unemployed, but the World
bank estimates this number fo bt
people were killed in stampedst
when 500,000 desperate job-seskes
rushed 1o apply for under 500
vacangies at  the Mg
Inflation; Inflation climbed © !i.];ﬁ
Percent in February 2016 i
Multilateral agency noted mﬂﬂ
"eeavery in economic putiviy
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likely 10 be modest over the
medivm term, but with signilicant
downside nsks. It stated that
Nigeria’s growth in 2016 was
expected o decling further o 2.3
per cent, with nen-oil sector growth
prajected to slow from 3.6 per cent
in 2085 to 3,1 per cenl 2016
before recovering to 1.5 percent in
2017, based on the results: of
policies  under implementalion-
particularly i the o1l sector—as well
as an improvement n the terms of
trade (Chaima016),

Insecurity: Nigeria is presently
faced with a lot of secunty
challenges such as the kidnappers,
Farmers’herdsmen clashes, Boko
haram insurgency, conflict, robbery
cases and even road accident as &
result of bad road. All these do not
encourage mvestors commg into the

country o invest [Aregbesola,
2015).

. Inadequatc power supply and
infrastructural  development  in

Migenia: This 15 also an o 1ssue
infrastructure may seem a trivial
1ssue following other problems. The
Nigeria power sector has  been
thriving to survive over the years
but dues to some unknown
circumstances it has  been
mismanaged, and many workers in
the electricity sector are not
equipped with the proper skills or
traiming.  Domestic  production
suffers n these conditions, but
many foreign companies also find ot
difficult w conduct business in
Nigeria because of frequent power
fmlures. The problem of bad road
networks has also made a lot of
businesses suffer in Nigeria as the
roads are nol dependable. This
problem  keeps Nigerin o Third
World country from year to year
(Nwadinobi, 2016),

]

Inadequate  Health Faomlmies: A
healthier Nigeria will be a wealthier
Migeria. For those who do access
healtheare, it's EXPENSIVE.
According to the World Bank,
roughly 750 out of every 1,(WH)
Nawra spent on health in MNigeria
comes directly from Nigerian
citizens” pockets, (Compare this to
smaller economies and poorer
African  countries  like Kenya,
Ghana, and Tanzamia, where
citizens spend roughly 250 out of
every 1,000 Naira spent on health.)
Especially for those withoul exira
MNaira to spend, these high costs
mean oftentimes  people  either
won'l seek treatment or are forced
to sell belongings or forego other
essentials like food for ther family
feeding imto the cycle of poverty
and poor health (Majange. 2016).

Socio-gconomic Status and
Achievement: Empincal findings
from different studies have shown
that students from different SES
groups have different facilities at
home and schoals. Furthermaore, it
is universally true that a class has
three types of smdents the high
achievers, average and low
achievers. Although they leam n
same  class, but the leaming
outcomes are different according to
their  personal experiences,
(Graetz, |995) carried out a study on

‘social economic status in education

research and policy found that
social  economic  background
remains one of the major sources of
educational inequality and adds that
ane’s educational success depends
very strongly on the sogial
economic status of one's parents.

10, Poor Students or Poor Schools: Two

fundamental questions remain valid
when comparing achicvement and
SES. And this questions are (1) 18
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P dly income level? (2)
I:;“if:lqLlljl|l::1¢-l|-l|.1p.!|r due o the !II|IJ
being at a low achieving of poor
|_'||.|.:|_'|.:_'. school?  The F'rm.mu.b
section  has  addressed the  first
Sueshon Hence, we shall aitémpd (0
SOSWer  the second  question.
Starting in preschool, poor and fow-
Hicome chuldeen were more likely (o
attend early childhood pragring: ol
lower  gverg)] quility{Klen

&K nitzer, 2007 found that
classrooms  with 60% ol the
children from low-income homes
Posgessed significantly  lower
quality  indicators  of teaching,
teacher-child Interaction,  and
Materfals  for leaming  than
classroems with fewer low-income
children. Ap m-depth analysis
Teviewed 103 effcctiveness studies
(Opdenakker, Van Dumme, De
Fraine, vy Landeghem g
Unghena, 20023, According to this
andlysis,  [go of varianee n
achievement resulied from
differences Imong  schools, angd
after holding Constant  siudent
abality ang SES, an elght percent

vanance still existed (Opdanakicer
et al). Shill, the Poar quality of
schooling 15 ap IMmportant factar 1y

student achieyemens (Grissmer
!

hurager_. limiteg SCONGmie COsls of

eduu:at_mn W quality o

schooling (Action Aid, 2003,
Conclusion
Cﬂnefusively. educat;

lion s ine pf
MOst powerfy| instmmm ¢ e

iyl lii

2 = —'_I i skaidny
'\..:I:::-u:l:fuﬂ'ﬁ“| fatinpiaad ' ikl o i 2
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This study T X B

Ei::;t,lil of  econgmie Ehil“:-_:l:-llllk_r] the

Nigera and the way r""-"-'iJ.nl_ i
cleven  MHJOC  Calspy aof N; It
econarmic challénges ]"1'|-'|'I|Iﬁ|;=|_j 1;“,?"
study include: Ineffectjy, i Em;

ond Cormuption, Cher H'-"“Hm.'n: s ﬁ!r
inflation,  unemploymen; o n-g:{,
policy, monetary policies. Im"‘ﬂ'{um
infrastructures  and . SUpply

Inndequate health facilitieg | o
SOCED-ECONOMIC Stalus, pogy gy, d“'“![iufr'
poor schools. funding in sthopls My
theory of class. In this PAper, e foiyg
that  socio-cconomie staluy
contimued o affect styden achig
and while there i 5 E2p in ““hhrlnm
there is alsp a differenca in the El"-'l'-l'l:'l;

rates for children who are er:unbmh;au}.
disadvantaged VETSUS thoge thgt are nyf,

has

o both Private Sector and Syl
Businesses, Unity, Tmplementation of
the right monetary policy, rovisin o
eRloyment oppartunires for
o Provision of adequate seculy
Improvenmen on housing and ot
OWHErShiD  for  Nigerians m,“d
Diversification  of  ghe ﬂ
IIHprl}\'ﬁl'ﬁ!:nt af the: economy o
collegtive responsibility of all thm‘lﬁ
% all hands should be on desk
pmmpuﬂm.ecm'M?-
Reeﬁmmwﬂnﬁm el
st o the ahove dieusions *

follpwi ng endations
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i, Development of both Pravate Sector
and Small Businesses: Governmend
need not be deceived on the right
solulions [0 CCORDMIC TeCession
These soluticnswould be valuable
in shiping economic direction and
tackle the problems of
unemployment in Nigeria.

Diversification of Nigeria economy:

We can recover from the currenl

economic  cnsiz  if  government

diversifigs the economy and repair
refineties so, the impact of drop in

crude o1l prices which is having a

toll on the economy will be

cushioned,

i, Improvement on housing and home
ownership for Nigenans: This is
quite important because, many
Migerians have to undergoe years
without a mortgage plan and this 13
hurting the economy, Provision of

adequate security.
v, Provision of employment
ppporumities  for  the  youth:

Vi,

Vi

Absence of profitable job for our
voung people should likewise.an
unmoying personality they say 1s
the fallen angel's workshop,
Unemployed young people are
pertlous species as they can be
controlled by decentful components
and used to do accursed acls
{Joecity, 2016).
Adequate resources should be made
available which will be neaded to
build new schools, train  more
teachers ete.
Implementation of the UBE Act and
ensuring that all forms of user fees
are abolished.
-Deal  with the quality issues
including size of classes, student-
leacher ratio and provision of
matenals, Tutoring, after school
programs, and summer school are
necessary components to “cateh up”
a child in poverty. For example,

il
[ JTeEEy

Viil.

ix.

- =1 %

- Implementation

rexding

remacdiation G
formidation and implementation of
the Accelerated Reading Initiative 15
very imporiant in order 10 jmprove
the reading habits of students from
low SES. Furthermore, seiling
expeetations for students prior 1o
ceriamn maticral
causes  tepchers
sceountable,

When families lack resources
for extracurricular instruction and
other educational resources, schools
and communities have been able o
compensate by providing these
resources. Thus, to prevent the
social and economic consequenced
of academic failure among poor
Nigerians, local, state, and national
policies should provide funding for
additional educational resources in
schools  serving  low-income
families.  Altermatively, resources
could be given to families directly.
Proper governance of schools and
implementation of Schools
Management Committees (SMCs)
Tracking of resources to ensure
proper, adequate and accountable
utilization of resources budgeted for
education

¥
i

=

EXATTIAIDNS

o e moTe

. Improvement of teacher quahty

through employment of professional
and quahified teachers, n service
waining  and  retraiming  and
implementation of the teacher salary

slructure.

of the right
monetary policy: For the Nigena
budgel 1o stmulate economic
growth, it must be backed up with
the right menetary policy and it is
pertinent (o point out that so long 25
Nigeria continues to depend on oil
exports for the bulk of its revenue,
the value of the nairg will continue
to affect the price of oil, 50 there is.
obvipus need to diversify the
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cconomy. One of the ways oul 15 i
create the enabling environment for
the productive agricultural sector
which must be developed to
produce goods and have agro-based
industry as well as enough to feed
and export,

Government needs to  look
bevond ol and start the production
of other essentinl commodities
which will be a future idea on the
growth af e economy

Government should di
“verything possible to solve the
Problem of power generation in
Nigeria, Timely implementation of
the  nation's budget should be
cnsured by all agencies in charge of
the budget im plementation,

Xv. Government  should  focus on
agriculture 85 &  means  of
diversifying the cconomy and also
Creating  employment  for yauths
interested in agriculiure,

*¥1l.  The Federal govermment should
CoOMe  up with a formidahle
ceonomic policy that would arrest
the continuous  decline in the
cconormy of the nation te forestall
the  present hardship  been
expenicnced in the country,

Xvit,  Nigeria should lifi the bar on
the imporation of some essential
vommodities, There is nothing too
bad in importing what we don't
have. In international trade context
for instance, countries depend on
each other, Using Adam Smith
theory of absolute advantage and
Ricardo's theory of comparative
advantage,  Nigerin  las |y
concentrate in the production of

goods for which she has absolyte
advantape,

xvitl. Al security agencies should
work together for a better and
secured Nigena.
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implementation of the i

Reading Initiative j5 4, ?";lmlm

in order to imprgyg The reum,,

habits of students from Jou
extracurricular instruptigy oiher
educational resources, Sthools g
communities should pe able 4
compensate by l]m?iding these
resources. Thus, o preves; g,
social and economic CONSequence
of -academic failyre LMONZ - poar
Nigenans,

XXt .-i..l'r.c:maljvely. resources shold
be piven 10 families' directly,
proper govemnance of schools gng
implementation  of  Sghue,
Management Committees (SMCs),
tracking of resources 1o ensrs
proper, adequate and accountable,
utilization of resources budgeled for
education, improvement of teache
quality through  employment o
professional and qualified reachers
in service traming and retaining o
well as implementation of e
teacher salary structure,
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